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pointed bounds.   Newspaper criticism and parti-
san oratory were among the things in Washington's
mind when he censured all attempts "to direct,
control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation
and action of the constituted authorities."    Hence
judges thought it within their province to denounce
political agitators when charging a grand jury.
Chief Justice Ellsworth, in a charge delivered in
Massachusetts,   denounced    "the    French   sys-
tem-mongers, from the quintumvirate at Paris to
the Vice-President and minority in Congress, as
apostles of atheism and anarchy, bloodshed, and
plunder."     In   charges    delivered    in    western
Pennsylvania, Judge Addison dealt with such sub-
jects as Jealousy of Administration and Govern-
ment, and the Horrors of Revolution. Washington,
then in private life, was so pleased with the series
that he sent a copy to friends for circulation.
Convictions under the sedition law were few, but
there were enough of them to cause great alarm.
A Jerseyman, who had expressed a wish that the
wad of a cannon, fired as a salute to the President,
had hit him on the rear bulge of his breeches, was
fined $100. Matthew Lyon of Vermont, while
canvassing for reelection to Congress, charged the
President with "unbounded thirst for ridiculous